
Larimer County Extension Advisory Committee Minutes 
September 7, 2016 

 
Members present:   LaVon Blaesi, Susan Bonsall, Pam Harrold, Sue Ballou, Harry Love, Ronda 
Koski, Laurel Kubin, Alison O’Connor and Fred McClanahan, Jr. 
 
Excused:  Lew Gaiter, Irene Romsa, Dixie Dick 
 
Absent:  Valerie Clark, Alexandra Bernasek  
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:05am 
 
Introductions were made and minutes of the July 6 meeting were approved. 
 
 
Agent Update 
 
Alison O’Connor, Extension Agent, Horticulture, gave a presentation on the Horticulture 
program in Larimer County. 
 
What’s New in Horticulture? 
 
Items that are doing well or are over abundant at this time are: 

  Lesser vagabond sod webworms have invaded the exterior of homes by the thousands.  It 
is not harmful, just a nuisance. 

 Prostrate spurge is a weed that grows low to the ground and spreads.  It is easily pulled as 
it appears mainly in areas of rock mulch. 

 Blonde Ambition blue grama is an ornamental grass that has thrived this year.  It is tall 
with large seed heads. 

 Silver lace vine is in full bloom and grows well on privacy fences and trellises.  
 
Plants not doing so well: 

 Zucchini are not producing well.  Plants are not maturing to produce female blossoms 
which produce fruit.  In high heat, which we’ve experienced this summer, plants will 
only produce male blossoms.  Poor pollination has also been another issue. 

 Tree problems continue with long lasting effects from the polar vortex, the sudden cold 
snap in November 2014. 

 
Master Gardeners 

 9 Apprentices in 2016 
 All have completed their 50 required hours! 
 111 Colorado Master Gardeners veterans 
 Applications for 2017 will be available this week 
 The CMGs dominated the county fair in biggest zucchini, garlic, dahlias and herbs 

 
 
 
 
 



Colorado Master Gardener State Conference 
 First annual state conference will be held in Adams County 
 Keynote speaker: Dr. Linda Chalker-Scott from Washington State University, one of the 

“Garden Professors” 
 Other topics include: GMOs, plant physiology, edible landscapes, pesticide safety, season 

extension, landscape design, tomato diagnostics, lawn care and more 
 Speakers include Extension agents and specialists and green industry professionals 

 
CO-Horts Webinars for continuing education 

 Launched by our state coordinator, Mary Small, in fall 2015 
 90 minute “lunch and learn” webinars are broadcast live during May, June, July and 

August and are recorded to view later 
 Updates from specialists and agents on various “hot” topics 
 Allows volunteers to get up-to-date information without leaving home 
 Available to CMG volunteers—a “perk” for volunteering with Extension 

 
Colorado Master Gardener Statewide Survey 

 Administered in winter 2016 
 642 respondents (out of 1,218); respondents were given one hour of volunteer time for 

completing the survey 
 Larimer County had the largest response rate! 
 82% of respondents felt connected and supported at the county level and feel that the 

CMG program is valuable to the community in which they live  
 Most preferred volunteer activities: 

o Answering questions from the public 
o Teaching others how to build public gardens 
o Mentoring others in food production 

 Least preferred volunteer activities: 
o Documentation of efforts and “telling our story” 
o Event programming 
o Providing local support (such as office tasks) 
o Writing educational articles 

 What is needed to keep the CMGs engaged: 
o In-person continuing education and additional hands-on learning opportunities (69%) 
o Online continuing education opportunities (47%) 
o More enriched volunteer opportunities (44%) 
o Additional support or engagement by the state office/administration (37%) 

 
Larimer County’s Local Effort 

Host 4-6 “focus groups” or roundtable discussions throughout the county, inviting CMGs to 
participate and discuss their perceptions of the program, ideas for additional community 
engagement, building a better program, etc. 
 
 
 
 



Larimer County Farmers’ Market 
 Now in its 41st season 
 Follow us on Instagram and Facebook 
 New marketing and promotional materials 
 Hired Caitie Jacobsen to coordinate special events 
 
Special Events include: 

o Meet Your Veggies with the Cooking Studio 
o Morning Yoga on the north lawn 
o Fitness Circuit 
o Story time with the Poudre River Public Library 
o Coloring Contest 
o Food Sculpting 
o Science Saturdays 
o CSU Chemistry Club 
o CSU Synthetic Biology Club 
o Gillette Entomology Club 
o Environmental Learning Center 
o STEM Education 
o USDA 
o Various non-profits 

 
Double Up Food Bucks (DUFB) Program 

 A federal grant to support SNAP recipients to purchase a greater amount of fresh fruits 
and vegetables (administered through LiveWellColorado) 

 Double Up Colorado is made possible through a Food Insecurity Nutrition Incentive 
Grant from the U.S. Department of Agriculture National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture. 

 Launched at the LCFM in mid-June 
 If participants withdraw $20 in SNAP, they will be matched $20 in DUFB that must be 

used to purchase fresh fruits and vegetables 
 The LCFM also matches an additional $10 in SNAP from other grant funds; $20 = $50!  
 The LCFM is one of several markets in the area participating in this program: Drake 

Road Farmers’ Market, Fort Collins and Loveland Farmers’ Markets and Greeley 
Farmers’ Market 

 To date, the program has been very successful. The original $800 that the LCFM 
requested was gone in a month; an additional $2400 was allocated to support the program 
throughout the season 

 Huge marketing campaign (radio, billboards, newspaper articles) funded by LiveWell and 
the grant 

 Tremendous support from local state representatives and officials and the Colorado 
Farmers’ Market Association 

 Three year federal grant 
 
 
 



DUFB:  The Market’s Responsibilities  
 Introducing another currency into the market stream 
 Market Bucks 
 SNAP coupons 
 DUFB coupons 
 Additional communication and explanation to vendors regarding the parameters of the 

grant (DUFB only for fruits and vegetables) 
 Bookkeeping and financial management of funds 
 Surveys for both customers and vendors (and the market staff) 
 Biggest obstacle: Launching it mid-season 

 
NoCo Blooms 

 A partnership between Larimer County Extension, the Gardens on Spring Creek, and the 
Department of Horticulture at CSU 

 Quarterly publication for local gardening information 
 Distributed in Fort Collins and Loveland newspapers, garden centers, libraries, senior 

centers, farmers’ markets 
 
Emerald Ash Borer 

 The insect was confirmed in Longmont and Gun Barrel during summer 2016, but not in 
Larimer County (as of 9/6/16) 

 Advice at this time is to be prepared and make a plan 
 Not all ash trees are worth treating 
 Replacement is always an option (and sound decision) 
 For the most up-to-date information, visit:  eabcolorado.com 

 
Public Class on Emerald Ash Borer 

 Monday, September 26 from 6pm-7:30pm at the Chilson Center in Loveland 
 Alison will be presenting a class on emerald ash borer with Rob MacDonald (City of 

Loveland). We will discuss the biology and history of the insect, options for homeowners 
and potential treatment options. 

 There is a $5 fee for the class, which will be used to plant trees in the Loveland 
community. 

 The talk is open to the public and anyone is encouraged to attend. You can register online 
through the City of Loveland or call the Chilson Center at 970-662-2386. 

 
 
County Fair Update 
 
The Extension display was a great exhibit with a broad range of information available.  Thanks 
to all who helped staff it.  It was helpful to have a Master Gardener volunteer available to answer 
questions.  Freebies and handouts were great as were the drawings for books and other prizes. 
 
 
 
 



Extension Showcase 
 
Will be held December 13 at the Larimer County Conference Center in the First National Bank 
Building at The Ranch.  Committee members will contact the individuals they have in the past 
with the addition of any newly elected officials.   
 
 
Extension Annual Report 
 
Many of Larimer County Extension’ programs are the same or similar to those stories that were 
included in the section on “Programming Accomplishments and Efforts”. 
The Cottage Food Act is a program that teaches food safety for individuals to produce food 
products in their homes for sale to the public. 
 
 
Director’s Update 
 
The half-time position for the Family Leadership Training Institute (FLTI) had 35 applicants.   
The EFNEP supervisor position interviews are complete. 
The office will be getting walls painted and new carpet installed the first two weeks of October. 
New cubicals will also be installed in a new configuration. 
 
 
Next meeting of the Larimer County Extension Advisory will be at 8am, Wednesday, November 
2, 2016. 
 
 
Submitted by Fred McClanahan, Jr. 
 
 
 


